Minutes of the National Resource for Infection Control (NRIC) 

Advisory Board Meeting

Tuesday 23rd February 2010

Present:

Mary Watts 



Jane Mani-Saada

Patsy Kostkova 


Claire Bradford (instead of Sherran Milton)

Sheldon Stone

Sue Wiseman 


Sally Bloomfield (IFH)

Gawesh Jawaheer 


Tracey Gauchi


Lisa Lazareck 


Judith Richards

Dasun Weerasinghe 

Katherine Wilson

Martin Szomszor 


Enfys Mercieca


Christina Daly 


Jane McCulloch




Ros Nyugi 



Peter Hoffman



Carole Fry



Dinah Gould

Sally Wellsteed


Bonnie Fernley

Rosemary Gallagher 

Richard Cooke

Ros Bryar 



Brian Angus

Carole Fraser    


Phil Pugh (for Martin Kiernan)

Claire Kilpatrick




Welcome and introduction

Mary Watts Dean of SCHS welcomed everyone to the advisory board meeting, apologies were received from Julius Weinberg.  PK Introduced new members of the CeRC team Lisa Lazareck, Martin Szomszor and Dasun Weerasinghe.

The minutes from last meeting on 11th March 2009, were agreed as a true record by the Advisory Board members present 

SW presented a brief overview of the 2009/10 NRIC Annual report. Highlights and achievements were discussed and the events which had shaped the NRIC project during the year were summarized. The Action Plan for 2010/11 was presented and the priority agreed as the development of a ‘Content Management Board’ in place of an Editorial Board which had repeatedly failed to progress due to AB members workload and commitments 

The increase of interest nationally and internationally was also discussed and will be encouraged through promotional activities at conferences and meetings.

SW presented “NRIC –tackling the challenges of conveying guidance during the Pandemic influenza A(H1N1) outbreak” which was accepted as an oral presentation at IFIC conference in Vilnius The presentation outlined a brief chronology of the swine flu outbreak and information from NRIC web server logs  during the period 1st March – 31st August. The presentation described NRIC traffic and searches, the documents most sought out and search engines referral keywords.

The collaborative work undertaken with the RCN  for National Infection Prevention Week 2009 targeting specifically nursing students and healthcare support workers was presented to include organisation and promotion of the site. Use of the RCN IT Hub to send questionnaires to these two groups was explained and a qualitative methodology was used to analyse the traffic on the NRIC web server. 

It is hoped to continue the data gathering at RCN Congress in April SW indicated information is still available on the NRIC site. Suggestions to address the outcomes of the survey and data gathering were welcome 

Copies of all the PowerPoint presentations can be found on the NRIC homepage  

 SW showed a copy the new e-Newsletter outline that will be used for the next months eNewsletter template.

Technical Issues:

GJ provided  data on the number of NRIC visitors to the site and news articles.

GJ gave a demonstration on ways people search for information on the site e.g. infection control and infection prevention came top as the search words. See annual report 2009/10)

My NRIC:

GJ talked about a  new feature on the site, which is in development. MyNRIC will be a personalised version of NRIC, to help reduce information overload – watch this space 

Facebook:

PK talked about how FB can encourage and raise the profile of NRIC  reaching out to a wider audience in their 20s and 30s. NRIC Facebook to be launched in March 2010

Twitter:

MS went through the Twitter presentation showing figures of the numbers of people who use Twitter to gather information. At present it was agreed that this would be put on hold for NRIC project

The Forum:

DW went through the MSU presentation and demonstrated how the forum works in receiving information from people on topics brought up. See powerpoint presentation available on NRIC homepage

MS presented on ‘Surveillance using the Web highlighting Google flu trends as an example and then a brief overview of some of the work already undertaken using Twitter to search for trends. The presentation also included data gathered around ‘Tweets and pandemic flu News’ PPP available on NRIC home page

An update was provided via a copy of a PPP on the IFH website and can also be found on the NRIC homepage

Laptops were provided during lunch for AB members to try out the latest games on ebug

Discussion

SW asked for suggestions on how the board would like the NRIC project to progress and suggestions included:

· The context of information – sheer amount of information/publications makes the site difficult to navigate

· Reviews – need to find a way to encourage professionals to contribute as unable to find time to keep up-to-date

· Evidence available

· Information available on NRIC site

· Feedback from organisational groups – need to meet up with organisations with an interest in infection prevention and control to encourage links with NRIC website
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